CITY OF UNION GAP

CITY OF UNION GAP - “The Old Town with New Ideas”

Union Gap is a blend of the old
and the new. A tour around
the community of Union Gap
will reveal stately old homes
as well as progressive
shopping facilities, theaters,
restaurants and industry.

Geographically, Union Gap is a springboard to cities in both
Western and Eastern Washington, as well as the rich fertile
Upper and Lower Yakima Valley. Its central location in the
state has favored it with a climate tailored to a variety of
outdoor activities. Business and industries have found Union
Gap ideal headquarters for shipping commodities across the
country or around the world.

Mother Nature urged the first traveler, the Yakima River,
through Union Gap. Then came man, with Native Americans
making a footpath through the “water gap” created by the
river. Others soon recognized this natural route through
Central Washington. The Army came through in 1852,
followed by the gold miners, the first wagon train in 1875,
and the stage coaches.
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Throughout this evolution of travelers in moccasins and
military boots, “the gap” was also undergoing several name
changes. The Native Americans called it “Pahoticute” - the
place where two mountain heads come together. White
settlers called it “Two Buttes.” Then just after the Civil War, a
federal government survey party named this natural highway
“Union Gap”.

Settlers began to cluster on the north side of Union Gap in
anticipation of the railroad. In 1869, with 400 residents they
incorporated under the name “Yakima City"”. The future
looked rosy for Yakima City: in 1869 it became the first
municipality in Yakima County, and until 1887 it served as the
county seat.

In 1884, when the railroad became a reality, Northern Pacific
officials attempted to buy Yakima City land for the rail station
and yards. Some residents would not sell. The Northern
Pacific responded by laying out a new town site north of
Yakima City. Offering free land and paying moving expenses,
the railroad succeeded in enticing many residents to relocate,
moving entire buildings from Yakima City to “North Yakima".

By 1917 “North Yakima"” became simply “Yakima,” and the
old town site was named “Union Gap”. History is still being
made in Union Gap. “Settlers” move in, tourists visit and
move on, buildings and businesses are built with the same
pioneer determination in “the place where two mountain
heads come together.”




CITY OF UNION GAP

Fun Annual Events

0ld Town Days e Old Town Days
Parade ¢ Miss Union Gap Pageant
June 19-21, 2009

Central Washington
Antique Farm Exposition .
August 15 & 16, 2009
View thousands of antique farm
equipment and tools. Watch actual
binding, thrashing, flour grinding and
even bread baking in antique wood
cook stoves. Many demonstrations
and displays of working antiques,
apple packing lines, blacksmithing and E— e
antique lumber milling. Add your
weight to the antique tractor pulling ’
contest by jumping on board the
pulled sled. Browse the large flea
market and find treasured collectibles.
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Union Gap Old Fashioned Holiday
Parade & Celebration
December 12, 2009
Enjoy lighted parade followed by
festivities, including holiday music, tree
decorating, tasty treats and more.

City of Union Gap

"Tha Old Town with New Ideas®
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