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YAKIMA VALLEY ATTRACTIONS

THE LARSON GALLERY
In Step with ART and COMMUNITY
Creativity and community are two words that come 
to mind as one visits the Larson Gallery. Located on 
the campus of Yakima Valley Community College 
(corner of 16th Avenue and Nob Hill Boulevard), 
the Gallery has maintained a consistent record 
of outstanding exhibitions featuring the work of 
numerous artists from Central and Eastern, WA, as 
well as other artists from throughout the United 
States. Since it’s inception in 1949, the Larson 
Galley has been involved with community outreach 
programs (lectures, workshops, demonstrations), 
while developing an on-going awareness of 
art through an imaginative array of changing 
exhibitions. Programming for the Gallery is 
supported in part by the non-profi t organization: 
the Larson Gallery Guild, Yakima Valley Community 
College and citizens of the Yakima Valley. The Gallery 
is free to the public and is a “must see” cultural 
destination for visitors and local residents.

The Gallery is open to the public Tuesday through 
Saturday 10am - 5pm from Septermber - July, 
and closed August. Call the Gallery for summer 
workshops and programs: (509) 574-4875 or visit 
our website at larsongallery.org.

Yakima Valley Museum
Yakima Valley Museum and Children’s Underground Museum is located 
in a 65,000 ft., two-fl oor facility offering historical exhibits on the Yakima 
Valley.  The museum is home to the natural history, American Indian 
culture, pioneer life, early city life, and the roots and development of 
the Valley’s fruit industry. The museum has a superb collection of horse-
drawn vehicles, from stagecoach to hearse; a historical exhibit and 
reconstruction of the Washington D.C. offi ce of former Yakima resident 
and environmentalist, Supreme Court Justice William O. Douglas; and a 
changing schedule of special exhibitions.   A gift and book shop, research 
library, and an operating 1930’s Art Deco Soda Fountain are within the 
museum walls. 

Yakima Area Arboretum
A unique “tree museum” with over 2000 specimens of both native 
and exotic plants from around the world.  Enjoy one of the regions few 
Japanese Gardens.  The Jewett Interpretive Center offers a great location 
for small meetings, as well as a gift shop and library.  

American Hop Museum
The only museum of its kind in the United States.  This museum features 
the rich history of the hop industry since the 1500’s.   The Yakima 
Valley produces over 80% of the United States hops.  This story is told 
through fascinating murals, displays, photos, implements, and a colonial 
brewery exhibit.  End your visit to the museum with a stroll through the 
wonderful gift shop on site.

History & Culturey & Culture Trolley Museum
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History & CultureHistory 
Central Washington Agriculture Museum
A perfect prelude to visiting the history of the Yakima 
Valley is a visit to the Central Washington Agricultural 
Museum, located just off the Highway 97 overpass in 
Union Gap.

The museum’s 15 acres are fi lled with displays of large 
farm equipment.   From Cletrac crawler tractors to 
Wind Machines, the informative exhibits help tell how 
machinery was instrumental in developing the Valley’s 
fertile lands into one of the most productive agricultural 
regions in the nation.  Most of the equipment, which has 
been donated by local farm families, includes classics 
like the 10-20 McCormick Deering tractor, a portable hop 
picking machine, and a vast collection of horse drawn 
machinery and even a completely furnished log cabin 
from 1917.  Of special interest is the Magness room 
which houses a collection of over 3,000 antique hand 
tools, which came from early residents of the Valley.  

YAKAMA NATION 
Heritage & Legacy
The land of the Yakama Nation stretches from the Yakima River into a wide 
fertile valley that is surrounded by foothills covered in wild fl owers and 
sagebrush progressing to the pine trees and towering volcanic peak of 
Mount Adams.  Visitors are invited to come and share the experience of our 
heritage and legacy at the Yakama Nation Museum and Cultural Heritage 
Center.  Designed to tell the story of the Plateau people and their lands, 
the Yakama Nation Museum is recognized as one of the fi nest Native 
American Museums in the United States.

Photo courtesy of Yakima Valley Museum

Photo Courtesy of Vivian Harrison and Family
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History & Culturey & Culture
Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation
The fourteen Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama 
Nation have occupied the land that extends in all directions 
from the lowlands around the Columbia River to the
Cascade Mountains.  

The Yakama Nation Treaty was signed on June 9, 1855 in 
Walla Walla, Washington.  The treaty included hunting 
and fi shing rights for our tribal members on the Yakama 
Reservation and surrounding ancient ancestral land and 
2005 marked the 150-year anniversary of the treaty signing. 

With 1.3 million acres and 10,000 enrolled members, the 
Yakama Nation is recognized as one of the largest and most 
progressive tribes in the Pacifi c Northwest.  “Our resilience 
and ingenuity have allowed us to develop thriving modern 
enterprises, while upholding and teaching our young people 
about the traditions and cultures that have been sacred for 
countless generations.”

Fort Simcoe State Park Heritage Site
Established in 1856 as a result of hostilities between the Native 
Americans and the white men, Fort Simcoe has become one 
of the most-visited historical spots in the Yakima Valley.  It 
was home to the infantry who watched over the area in the 
mid 1800’s. Built as the advance post of the 9th Regiment, 
United State Infantry in 1855, it was built on an important 
tribal gathering place on the Yakama Reservation.  It’s purpose 
was two fold by protecting the Native Americans against the 
encroachment of the new settlers on their land and protecting 
the settlers against Native Americans rebelling against new 
restrictions.  It was blessed with abundant water, nearby timber, 
and an unusually moderate climate.

 When the Fort was no longer used by the military, it became 
the fi rst home of the Yakama Indian Agency, serving as a school 
for the Native American children.  Visitors can walk through the 
offi cers’ quarters and see what it was like to live there in the 

1850’s in this untamed land.  Fort Simcoe State Park is located 
30 miles west of Toppenish on Fort Simcoe Road.  Traveling east 
on I-82, exit onto Highway 97 just south of Union Gap.  Follow 
Highway 97 to Fort Rd.  Travel approximately 13 miles west 
on Fort Road to Signal Peak Rd., turn left and follow the signs. 
Fort Simcoe State Park is open from 6:30 a.m. to dusk, April 1 - 
October 1, and 8:00 a.m. to dusk in the winter.  The buildings and 
interpretive center are open Wednesday through Sunday from 
9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  The Fort is open weekends and holidays 
during the off-season. For more information, call (509) 874-2372.

ATTRACTIONMembers
American Hop Museum
22 S. B Street • Toppenish, WA 98948
509-865-4677 • americanhopmuseum.org

Fort Simcoe State Park
5150 Fort Simcoe Rd. • White Swan, WA 98952
509-874-2372

Yakama Nation Cultural Heritage Center
100 Spilyi Loop • Toppenish, WA 98948
509-865-2800 • yakamamuseum.com

Yakima Valley Museum
2105 Tieton Drive • Yakima, WA 98902
509-248-0747 • yakimavalleymuseum.org




